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RESOLUTION
Oysters and other shellfish are a treasured treat for
millions of Americans in every state; and,

The American consumer has always enjoyed a fundamental
choice between products of all types; and,

Personal responsibility and care for one’s own health
and well-being are commonly agreed upon tenets of
American life; and,

Important emerging technologies are now making it
consumers of oysters and other shellfish
to choose between traditional raw shellfish
and “treated” or pasteurized shellfish

in a competitive free market environment:

possible for

products
products
products and,
It 1s widely accepted by all parties involved that
“"treated” oysters will both fundamentally change the
condition of raw shellfish, and that such treatment
raises the wholesale price of oysters from the current
price of approximately eight cents aplece by another
six to eight cents apiece; and,

It 1s reascnable to expect in a free market aconony
that these higher prices will then be passed aloug to
the consumer, resulting in lower demand for oysters;
and,

America’s shellfish industry is predominately small
businesses of mainly self-employed harvesters and
leaseholders already operating con limited incomes; and,

ower consumer demand could further threaten the small
thLLflsh industry and the livelihoods of Lhcnhando of

rea residents and families who are depeudent on gyster
harveuthg and processing for their own well- being:
and,
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Dockets Management Branch(HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

Dept. Health & Human Services

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852
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